5602 Williams Drive – Fort Myers, Florida 33913 – Office phone: 239-463-6057
Christmas Lessons and Carols and The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
First Sunday after Christmas – December 26, 2021, 10:00 am
Opening Hymn

“O Come All ye Faithful”
Verses 1, 2, and 6
The Acclamation of the Nativity
Celebrant
People

Hymnal # 83

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light.

Celebrant For to us a child is born,
People
to us a Son is given.
Celebrant His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
People
the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.
Celebrant
People

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God's people on earth.

Welcome
Celebrant Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight
to hear once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the
Son of God lying in a manger.
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose
from the time of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption
brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us make this Cathedral Church,
dedicated to the Apostles Peter and Paul, glad with our carols of praise.

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on
earth, for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and
especially for his Church in our country and in this island community of Fort
Myers Beach.
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the
poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those
who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as
all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that
whole multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word
made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.
The Almighty God bless us with his grace;
Christ give us the joys of everlasting life;
and to the fellowship of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us
all.
People

Amen.

First Lesson: Isaiah 7: 10-15
Isaiah Gives Ahaz the Sign of Immanuel
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the
Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you
to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give
you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall
name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to
refuse the evil and choose the good.
First Carol

Love came down at Christmas
Verses 1, 2, and 3

Hymnal #84

Second Lesson: Luke 1:26-38
The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary
that she will bear the Son of the Most High
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And the angel came to her and said, “Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will

be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.”
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of
God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be
with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
Second Carol

What child is this
Verse 1

Hymnal #115

Third Lesson: Luke 2:1-7

The birth of Jesus
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.

Third Carol
Fourth Lesson: Luke 2:8–20

O Little Town of Bethlehem
Verses 1, 2, and 5

Hymnal #79

The shepherds go to the manger
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into

heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all
these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Fourth Carol

It came upon a midnight clear
Verses 1 and 2

Hymnal #89

Fifth Lesson: John 1:1-18

The Great Mystery of the Incarnation
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And
the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

Fifth Carol
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Joy to the World
verses 1, 2, and 4

Hymnal #100

Celebrant Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate
Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
People
Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.
The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.
The Celebrant begins the Offertory with a sentence of Scripture.
During the Offertory carols are played, and the Altar is prepared with the elements of Holy
Communion.
To give an offering, choose one of the following:
Online: To give online click here (PayPal) or click here (Vanco)
Check: mail your offering to St. Raphael’s Episcopal Church, 5601 Williams Drive,
Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931
The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer B
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- where to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty
power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his
mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to
become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the
Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us
to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified
by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. Raphael and all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the
author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Fraction hymn

sung together, 2 times

Taize chant

Eat this bread, drink this cup,
Come to me and never be hungry.
Eat this bread, drink this cup,
Trust in me and you shall not thirst.
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.
The ministers receive the Sacrament and then deliver it to the people.
The Bread is given to the communicants with these words
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.]

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
Announcements
Closing Hymn

“Go tell it on the Mountain”
Verses 1, 2, and 3

Dismissal
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People
Thanks be to God.
Print flower dedications:

Hymnal 99

